
Ecosystems Resources
Reference landscapes, databases, and mapping tools for
understanding prairie ecosystems across the Temperate Prairies
region, including land trust preserves, ecoregion boundary maps, and
state natural heritage programs tracking rare communities. 

Foundational Ecosystem Information

National Databases

NatureServe Explorer (USA) - Searchable database of conservation
status, distribution, and ecology for species and ecosystems across
North America. 

EPA Level III/IV Ecoregions (USA) - EPA's ecoregion classification maps,
used to define the boundaries and characteristics of the Temperate
Prairies region and its sub-regions. 

Reference Landscapes

The Nature Conservancy (USA) - National conservation nonprofit
protecting and restoring prairie landscapes through state-level
preserves, land protection, and prescribed fire management. 

Platte Land Trust (KS/MO/NE/IA) - Volunteer-run land trust protecting
natural areas across the four-corners region. 

https://explorer.natureserve.org/
https://www.epa.gov/eco-research/level-iii-and-iv-ecoregions-continental-united-states
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/
https://plattelandtrust.org/


Grasslands Heritage Foundation (KS) - Kansas-based land trust
preserving native tallgrass prairie remnants through acquisition and
stewardship. 

Kansas Land Trust (KS) - Kansas land trust conserving ecologically and
culturally significant lands, including prairie remnants, through
easements. 

Missouri Land Trust Coalition (MO) - Association of Missouri land trusts
working to protect natural, community, and farm landscapes
statewide, including prairie remnants.

Grand Prairie Friends (IL) - Volunteer-driven land trust and
conservation organization preserving and restoring natural areas
across east-central Illinois.

The Nature Conservancy Canada (CAD) - Canadian branch of TNC,
protecting prairie and grassland habitat nationwide in partnership with
First Nations and provincial governments.

Natural Heritage

Oklahoma Natural Heritage Inventory (OK) - Oklahoma's official
database tracking the state's rare plants, animals, and natural
communities. 

Kansas Natural Heritage Inventory (KS) - Kansas's official database
tracking rare species, natural communities, and high-quality natural
areas statewide. 

Missouri Natural Heritage Program (MO) - Missouri's program tracking
rare, threatened, and endangered species and natural communities to
guide conservation and development decisions.

https://www.grasslandheritage.org/
https://www.klt.org/
https://missourilandtrusts.org/
https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/
https://natureconservancy.ca/
https://www.ou.edu/oknaturalheritage
https://biosurvey.ku.edu/kansas-natural-heritage-inventory
https://mdc.mo.gov/your-property/responsible-construction/missouri-natural-heritage-program


Nebraska Natural Heritage Program (NE) - Nebraska's official database
tracking the location and status of the state's rarest species and
natural communities.

 

Extension & Land Management

University of Missouri Grassland Extension Project (MO) - Joint MU
Extension/MDC program promoting native grass adoption for economic
and conservation benefits.

Iowa State Extension (IA) - Iowa State's extension hub for land
management, prairie restoration, and natural resource guidance for
landowners and professionals. 
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https://outdoornebraska.gov/conservation/conservation-efforts/natural-heritage-program/
https://extension.missouri.edu/programs/native-grass-project
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/

